
VINTAGE
The vintage is the year the grapes 
that produced th wine were 
harvested.  In the United States, a 
wine label may list the vintage only 
if 95% of the wine comes from 
grapes harvested that year.    

GROWING REGION OR APPELLATION
 We list the growing region 
(appellation) on the label.  The U.S. 
wine appellation is called an American 
Viticultural Area (AVA).  AVA’s indicate 
only the geographic orgin of the 
grapes used to make the wine.  In 
order for a region’s name be used on 
the label, at least 85% of the grapes 
must come from a single AVA.   

VARIETAL
The grape variety (such as Cabernet 
Sauvignon or Merlot) designated on 
the label.  The wine must be made 
from at least 75% of the grape 
variety listed on the label.  

GOVERMENT HEALTH WARNING
The U.S. Surgeon General’s reminder.

ALCOHOL CONTENT
Our Federal Government requires 
that information about alcohol by 
volume be included on wine labels.

PRODUCER 
The producer is the winery that 
produced the wine.
BOTTLER  a. “produced (and bottled) 
by”: At leaset 75% of the wine was 
actually made by the winery.  
b.” made by “: At least 10% of the wine 
was actually made by the winery.                  
c. ”cellared or blended by”: The wine 
was purchased, aged and/or blended 
at the winery.  

      Reading a Wine Label
BRAND
 The TTB requires us to put the brand 
on the label.  So this is us.


